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TheButterfliesof North AmericaWeb siteisa“work in progress,” consisting primarily of thefollowing
information:

Distribution maps showing the countiesin which occurrence of aparticular specieshasbeen
verified
Photosof theadult and caterpillar (when available)

Speciesaccountscontaining information onsize, identifying characterigtics, lifehistory, flight,
caterpillar hosts, adult food, habitat, speciesrange, conservation status, and management needs

Specieschecklistsfor each county inthe U. S. and statein northern Mexico

In addition to the aboveinformation, userslooking toidentify an unknown butterfly can browse our collec-
tion of thumbnail photosand jump to aparticul ar species account and distribution map (Please do not send
speciesidentification inquiriesto theauthorsof thisWeb siteor Northern Prairie Wildlife Research
Center. See our Frequently Asked Question I dentification of Mothsand Butterfliesinstead).

Becauseitisa“work in progress,” the Butterfliesof North AmericaWeb siteisconstantly being up-
dated. Additional families, photos, and species accountsare being added asfundsand time permit, and
distribution maps of speciesthat are already covered are being updated as new county records are estab-
lished. Distribution mapsare currently limited to states of the conterminous United Statesand northern
Mexico. Datafor Canadian provinceswill be added inthefuture.

County records, unlessfor animmediately recogni zable species, are based on museum specimens, authori-
tative monographsor other publications, or recordsfrom recogni zed experts. Visitorsto thesitewill find that
speciesoccurrenceinformation ismore completefor some countiesthan others, owing to thefact that
survey effort and reporting (current and past) vary among counties.

Vidtorsto the site can makeaval uable contribution by helping to establish new county recordsfor species
that are presently included inthesite. If you find aspeciesor record of aspeciesinacounty beyondits
confirmed range, as shown in the species distribution map, thereisagood chance that you can advance our
knowledge by reporting your discovery. However, new county recor dscan only beestablished after



your identification hasbeen confirmed by an expert. Thisisanecessary step in the process because
many speciesof butterfliesare easily confused with oneanother. Verification requireseither aclear photo-
graph that showsthe scientifically-accepted diagnostic features of the speciesor an actual specimen.

If you believethat you have observed abutterfly speciesoutside of itsconfirmed range, pleasefollow
instructionsin the Frequently Asked Question How Can | Report aNew County Record for aMoth or

Butterfly?

Returnto Butterfliesof North Americamain page

Common Questions
Can You ldentify My Butterfly (or Moth)?

Canweidentify your butterfly, moth, or caterpillar? Probably not. Because we serve both M oths of North
Americaand Butterfliesof North America, wereceive many requeststo identify adult and larval butterflies
and moths. Unfortunately, Northern Prairie does not have anyone on staff who speciaizesinthelepidoptera,
and we havefew library resources on the subject. Thus, except for the commonest or showiest species, our
ability toidentify your insect isvery limited. Infact, al of themthat we canidentify arepicturedinthe
resources mentioned above.

The easiest way to browsethrough these two resourcesisto usethe Photo Thumbnailsfeature onthefirst
pageto quickly scan picturesof al of the speciesthat are covered. You can bring up alarger picture, plus
the speci esaccount and distribution map, of any species shown there by clicking on the namebelow the
picture. If you do not find your butterfly or mothin these references, check out thelinksto other publica-
tionsand other Web siteslisted in thetwo resources.

A couple of Web sitesthat may be ableto help are The Butterfly Website and TheButterflySite.com. In
particular, thefirst Web site hasachat room whereyou may be ableto get your specimenidentified. (Note:
Northern Prairie does not endorse these Web sites or the productsthey offer for sale; we offer thelinks
solely asaservicetoour visitors.)

Another web site of valuefor moth identificationis John Snyder’ seffort to make pictures of atremendous
number of American mothsavailable ontheWeb. The site may bevisited at http://www.furman.edu/
~snyder/leplist/. Thissiteissomewhat difficult for the amateur to use, because of the hundreds of species
covered. However, if you can narrow your moth down to probablefamily by using M othsof North
America, you canthen goto Snyder’ssite, browsethrough al of the specieswithin that family, and possibly
identify your moth.

If youaretryingtoidentify anoctuid mothin or around California, and if you have someexpertisein moth
anatomy, you may find the CaliforniaDepartment of Food & Agriculture Plant Pest Diagnostics Center
webgte http://plant.cdfa.cagov/noctuid/ of value.

Another good bet isalibrary or bookstore. Butterfly and moth collecting are popular hobbies, and most
librarieshave, or can easily obtain, acouple of field guidesto thelepidoptera. Somethat you may find
epecidly useful are:

Covell, C.V., Jr. 1984. A field guide to the moths of eastern North America.



Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

Opler, PA. 1994. Petersonfirst guideto butterfliesand moths, asmplified

guideto the common butterfliesand moths of North America. Houghton

Mifflin Co., Boston.

Opler, PA.and V. Madlilul. 1998. A field guideto eastern butterflies. Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston.

Wright, A.B. 1993. Peterson first guideto caterpillarsof North America. Houghton

Mifflin Co., Boston.
If youaretrying to identify acaterpillar, please seeWhat Kind of aCaterpillarisThis?.

Asalast resort, Dr. Ron Royer, aspeciaist in Lepidopteraat Minot State University, in Minot, ND,
may beableto help. Hise-mail addressisroyer @war p6.cs.misu.nodak .edu. Another gentleman who
hasoffered to helpisMr. Jim Mason, anaturalist at the Great Plains Nature Center, in Wichita, KS. Mr.
Masonisafounding member of hislocal chapter of the North American Butterfly Association. Hise-
mail isjim@gpnc.or g.

If youwant help from either of these gentlemen, send him adetailed description of your insect,
including Size, color pattern, “fuzziness,” and any other peculiaritiesthat might hel pidentify it. Include
information on the shape of the butterfly or moth when thewingsareat rest, and tell him your geo-
graphical location (e.g., stateand county). It would really help if you can compareit with picturesin
theresourcesthat we serve so that you cantell himthat “it lookssimilar to except

that . If you are seeking to identify acaterpillar, itisessential to determinethe speciesof
plant that it was eating and include that information with your inquiry. Includeaphoto if you havethe
equipment. Failuretoinclude 1) adetailed description, 2) your geogr aphiclocation, and 3) the
speciesof host plant (for caterpillars) will makeit nearly impossiblefor these gentleman to help you.

After you havedoneall that, don’t be disappointed if Dr. Royer or Mr. Mason cannot help you, espe-
cidly if the question concernsamoth. Dr. Royer cautionsthat: “...most mothsaretough toidentify with
confidenceeven‘intheflesh,” let donefromaverba description. | can’t guarantee any ability toidentify
fromane-mail description.” Mr. Mason echoed this sentiment even moresuccinctly: “If itain't * pretty’
insomeway, but just another brown fuzzy one, | wouldn’t haveaclue!”









